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We were delighted to hold our Old Novaportan Golf Day on Monday 14" June 2010 at The Shropshire Golf Centre, Muxton.

The day proved to be a great success and the weather was kind to us. Over 40 people attended, old boys of all ages,
parents and friends of Adams’. This is to be an annual event, so we hope even more of you will join us next year.

The event was organised by Old Novaportan Anthony Warner and Ruth Lloyd, Development Manager.
Golfers tee’d off at 8 minute intervals and the prizes were awarded to the following:-
Team Competition Prizes :-
1* Prize — Tim Davies & Team (including Old Novaportan and Friends of AGS)
2" Prize — Dermott Kelly & Team (Parents of current boys at AGS)
3" Prize — Tony Mann & Team (Old Novaportans)
Individual Competition Prizes:-
1* — Oliver Ross (Friend)
2" _ Paul Brennan (Parent)
3" — Nigel Howarth (Friend)
Nearest the Pin — 7" Silver Course — Lionel Cornish (ON)
Nearest the Pin — 3 Gold — Bryan Hughes (ON)
Most use of the Course — Stephen Hughes (ON)

Thank you to all those who supported the event and we look forward to welcoming you back next year.
We are pleased to say that over £500.00 was raised which will go towards school funds.

A provisional date of Friday 17 " June 2011 has been set for next year. Please contact Ruth Lloyd at
ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk or phone 01952 386307 to register your interest in the event and for further details.
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We are inviting our Old Novaportans to come back to school for an afternoon on Thursday 14™ October to enjoy a
reunion with other former pupils, to have lunch and a guided tour of school with current pupils and then to have the
opportunity afterwards to watch a house rugby fixture at Longford.

We are looking forward to a really enjoyable afternoon. If you have not been back to school for many years this is
your opportunity for a trip down memory lane and to see how the school has changed over time! If you have been
back to see us before, we would still love to see you again!

Tickets for the Open Day are priced at £20, which includes Buffet Lunch. Do look at the website
www.adamsgs.org.uk (click on Old Novaportans) for further information and a booking form. If you have any
queries please contact Ruth Lloyd in the Development Office at school on 01952 386307 or email
ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk. You should return your slip with your remittance to:

Old Novaportans, Development Office, Adams’ Grammar School, High Street, Newport, Shropshlre TF10 7BD (Please
make cheques payable to AGS -Old Novaportans). Forms should be returned by no Iater than 23" September 2010.
(Please note the Development Office is closed for the Summer Holidays reopening on g" September 2010).
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Our annual Open Week for families interested in sending their sons to Adams’ at age 11 or 13 takes place from 4" to 8"
October 2010. There are two presentations daily by the Headmaster at 9.45am and 1.45pm followed by tours of school with
our pupils as tour guides. Following that there is an opportunity to visit Longford Hall. No appointment is necessary.
Families interested in the sixth form at Adams’ are catered for separately. Prospective sixth form visits take place by
appointment on Monday afternoons commencing just before October half term. Details available on the school website.
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Our annual and highly popular, weekend of sporting fixtures is now well established and will take place this year
from 10" to 12" December. Netball, basketball, rugby and hockey will make up the fixtures, as always, and this
year we are hoping to introduce cross country too.

So all you players out there please make contact with Mr Mulhern in the PE Department; he wants to hear from you.
Spectators, we want to see you too offering your much appreciated support on the day(s).

For more information look on the website under Old Novaportans.
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On the last day of term we held our annual prizegiving ceremony.
Celebration of our pupils’ successes is very important to us,
through regular newsletters to parents, through the local media
and through any other way open to us.

The annual prize giving ceremony is an important date in our
school calendar as it presents an opportunity for the whole school
community to come together, alongside parents and other guests,
and to publicly acknowledge and reward great effort on the part of
our students in the academic field and in other respects too.

This year we were delighted to welcome as our principal guest and speaker
Old Novaportan Mr Frank Armstrong, Assistant Commissioner of the City of
London Police. He spoke about his memories as a school boy at Adams’,
about his principal interests and his life after school. He also presented 139
prizes to boys from Year 7 upwards and to a number of sixth form girls. In
addition to academic prizes there were also presentations for outstanding
contributions to school life, including 40 junior and senior special prizes.
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A few months ago we were very happy to welcome former Head of English, and poet,

Bryan Banks into school. Mr Banks attended a full school assembly in order to deliver

the results of the Basford Poetry Cup competition. The cup is donated by Old Novaportan
David Basford, himself a poet. This year's competition was aimed at the sixth form (the
focus varies from year to year) and the challenge was to produce a villanelle, the set lyrical
form for this year. This was no easy task.

Mr Banks announced the winner as Daniel Egleston who showed an outstanding control of
the form. Karan Katoch and Adam Westley were runners up and Mr Banks declared that all
three showed maturity, deftness with language and technical skill, closely followed by Jared
Collier and David Allen whose poems were highly commended.

%

Upper Sixth former Rowan Adams has achieved a Deloitte scholarship. The Deloitte scholarship offers around 35 scholars
throughout the UK a work placement of 30 weeks during which they can work in either consulting, auditing or tax. Rowan will
work in the audit department at their Edinburgh offices, and will be able to participate in their financial services auditing work
in particular, gaining exposure to high profile clients. Following the placement, scholars are awarded a significant travel
bursary to explore an area of the globe they may not have visited before. Throughout university, providing scholars perform
academically, help is given towards tuition fees, and there is a guarantee of another placement during the holidays. Should
Rowan then apply to join the company as a graduate there will be exemptions from the first few stages of the application
process, and possibly accelerated promotion. There were five stages to the application process, including psychometric
tests, interviews and electronic exercises to demonstrate initiative.

Mr Hickey, one of our two Deputy Headteachers, was invited to present at the world-famous
Harvard University in Boston, USA earlier this year. He was showcasing work currently being
done at Adams’ in using student voice as a way of transforming teaching and learning and
allowing students to have a direct influence on how they learn in the classroom.

As part of his MA studies Mr Hickey wrote a paper based on his work at Adams’ involving
students as lesson observers. Improving learning and teaching is central to any school’s
development and our pupils have a role to play in sharing with us what works for them. The
paper aimed to open up the dialogue between students and teachers in a way that has never
been attempted at Adams’ before, and is still a relatively new concept in most schools.

Over the past ten years Mr Hickey has developed his work in the area of raising achievement and as a result has been
invited to places as diverse as Crete, Melbourne and the Cayman Islands to present the results of his research in schools
and colleges. He has spoken in Prague and in Texas on the subject of raising boys’ achievement through Drama and ICT.
His models of transforming behaviour in schools were showcased at the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust national
conferences as examples of best practice. As a result of this he was invited by the International Journal of Arts & Sciences
(IJAS) to contribute to their Conference for Academic Disciplines at Harvard University from 31 May — 3 June 3 2010.

We believe that his work is innovative. Furthermore this is an excellent opportunity for Adams’ and for the Haberdashers’
Company; it represents professional recognition on the world stage, demonstrating that our work is both innovative and of
interest to others. It also clearly announces that Adams’ students and Haberdashers’ schools are at the forefront of
educational change and improvement. Following the lectures the details and results of the work here are to be published
internationally in the 1JAS journal.

An additional benefit is that Mr Hickey's participation will help to foster links for the future between Adams’ and universities

abroad. This can only be good for our pupils. To have a connection with one of the world’s most prestigious universities will
be a great advantage in broadening our students’ horizons.
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It is well known that Adams’ has existed as a school for over 350 years and it contains within =5 o
its walls many items that reveal its historic past. One of the best places to see this is in e
Big School, now the Library, but in previous centuries the main schoolroom. We have a
photograph of the room (above) dating back to 1903 showing rows of long desks, a blackboard,
gas lighting and on the wall, a large clock.
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After many years’ absence the clock has now been located, repaired and hung in its original place,
above the double doors leading to the Resources Centre. It is a Roundhead School Clock with a
hinged bezel produced by J.B. Joyce & Co. of Whitchurch in about 1900.

The historic Joyce clock

The company J.B. Joyce is one of the oldest clockmakers in the world. Manufacture

dates back to 1740, with clockmaking first being mentioned in the area as long ago as
1610. Joyce’s started out by making long case clocks but, during the nineteenth century,
expanded into the production of large clocks for public buildings especially railway stations.
Many of these have now been superseded by digital and radio controlled clocks, even in
schools. Here at Adams’ we treasure our long history and are pleased to display this
magnificent clock now in good working order, the repair and restoration paid for by
Adams’ Grammar School Society (AGSS).

We have recently installed a number of TV screens in school. They are to be the broadcast area of the new Adams’
Grammar School TV Channel. This is a web based site that will be able to be accessed from any computer in the world via
our own channel on the internet (www.adamsgrammartv.co.uk). The channel will have the capability to host a range of video-
based streaming media and we will be able to record and transmit major school events of our choosing. Indeed the
opportunities for using this media to enhance teaching and learning in school are plentiful and exciting. They have come
about thanks to our Technology College specialism. We believe that the possibilities are endless and that the channel can
make a significant impact on students, offering opportunities to build a library of online materials featuring student work and
resources.
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In September 2011 our pupils will be learning about food for the first time within the school curriculum at KS3 (Years 7-9).
We have designed a new building, purpose built for the activity using government funding, to deliver this new

subject. The new facility, which will be located on the school campus, will enable pupils to engage in a broad range of
cooking activities as part of the ‘licence to cook’ scheme.

This September we hope to collaborate with other local schools to form an extra- curricular cooking club. We are keen to
involve parents in the initiative if they have a particular interest to get involved.

Tuesday 6" July 2010 is a date that will stay in the minds of a number of Adams’ pupils for the rest of their lives. After
several years of preparation the Cadet 150 Royal Review took place in London.

AGS pupils Fred Collins, Adam Coomer, Chris Beal, Lorna Heming  way, Jonathan Sisson, James Brothwood,

Matthew Grindrod and Edward Kendall had all been selected to play in the National CCF Marching Band, the largest
contingent from any single school in a band of 58 musicians. They attended several training courses at HMS Raleigh in
Plymouth and Britannia Royal Naval College in Dartmouth in preparation for the march from Horseguards Parade down The
Mall to Buckingham Palace. They were joined by fellow pupils Angus Kille, Kevin Hobbs, Connor Laycock and James
Osborne, accompanied by Flt Lt Weaver, from the CCF RAF contingent. The latter group were amongst a contingent of
some 100 cadets and officers from CCF RAF sections around the country. They had also been involved in several hours of
demanding and rigorous drill practice under the close scrutiny of RAF Warrant Officers before being approved as of a high
enough standard to parade down The Mall to Buckingham Palace.

Thousands of people were in attendance, including senior personnel from the Armed Forces and Andrew Robathan, Minister
for Defence, Personnel Welfare and Veterans, to see the five different bands and their respective cadets march at three
minute intervals down The Mall. HRH Prince Charles took the salute as each band and cadet contingent marched past.
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As the National Band, led by our very own Drum Major Fred Collins, reached Buckingham Palace the Red Arrows flew
overhead, trailing their famous red, white and blue vapour — perfect timing for the Adams’ contingent.

The parade was then followed by a garden party in the grounds of Buckingham Palace. Band members and cadets,
including Adams’ Cadet Warrant Officer (CWO) Kille , formed a ceremonial guard of honour at the steps of the Palace and
along the route to the Royal Tent, CWO Kille being inspected by His Royal Highness. The Royal party on this occasion
comprised HRH Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall, Prince Edward, the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester and the
Duke of Kent. James Brothwood was chosen to be presented to Prince Edward, who is himself connected to The
Haberdashers’ Company. Adams’ parents in attendance were also honoured to be presented to the Duke of Kent, who was
interested to learn that Adams’ is one of the few state grammar schools nationally to have a CCF Marching Band.

Flt Lt Weaver sums up the feeling of the day, “Each year our CCF cadets have the opportunity to experience a range of
amazing activities, from flying and gliding, to camps at military bases and a wide range of courses. For those of us lucky
enough to be involved last Tuesday, we had an experience that will be hard to beat and we will certainly not forget it.”

A reminder that the School shop has a range of merchandise which may appeal to our former pupils.

Mr Adams’ Free Grammar School by David & Ruth Taylor

Hardback history book of the school £15.95

Old Novaportan tie (silk) £20

Old Novaportan tie (polyester) £8
Cufflinks — hallmarked silver and enamel £30
Stickpins - metal and enamel £4

Wooden plaque £25

Notelets £3 per pack

All prices are exclusive of post and packing.

If you would like to purchase any item please contact School Enterprise Manager, Mrs Carol Little, who will be
pleased to help you. E-mail: carol.little@adamsgs.org.uk Tel: (01952) 386317

1 3 *New*
Full school photographs from most historic years are now available for sale at a price of £40.00 per reprint. If you would like

to have a copy from one of your years in school please contact the Development Office for further details. Tel: 01952 386307
or email ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk.
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Are you registered?...

We are always keen to extend the database we have in school of Old Novaportans. We are particularly keen to increase the
number of ON e-mail addresses registered. You can search for old friends and put in your own profile on our secure site.
Go to the school website at www.adamsgs.org.uk and click on the Old Novaportan link on the left, or reach it direct at
www.oldnovaportan.org.uk. Also, if you change e-mail addresses please remember to let us know.
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We love to receive news from our Old Novaportans throughout the year and many of you are happy for us to pass
on the news to other ONs through this Newsletter. Do please keep in touch.

Graham Kitchener ( 2001-08) made his England Saxons debut in June. Worcester Warriors lock, Graham, started for the
Saxons in their 49-17 Churchill Cup victory over Russia in Denver, Colorado. 20-year old Graham now hopes to be called up
into the full England squad after impressing in what is generally recognised as an England B team.

Andrew Daville (1994-2001) has written to let us know that he is teaching Physics at Brighton College and is working with
Martin Lewis a former Biology teacher at Adams’. We wish you every success in your role.
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In addition to receiving the above news we are pleased that a number of old boys have paid us a visit over the last
year.

Fraser Walker (1973-1980) came back to school in May. Fraser has been living in Australia since 1993 and was returning
to England for a family celebration. He now works as a surveyor in Townsville, Queensland. Fraser toured school, met up
with two of his former teachers and had lunch in the school canteen before visiting Longford Hall and the senior boarding
houses where he had once resided. Headmaster Michael Barratt was happy to be presented with a book on Surveying in
Queensland 1839 — 1945 A Pictorial History.

Les Curtis (1955-1961) visited school on 17" May. He toured school and viewed school photographs from his era. After
leaving school Les spent 27 years working in Birmingham designing cutlery and tableware. He then lectured in UCE in
Jewellery and Silversmithing, specialising in electroforming of gold carat alloys. Les has written a book entitled
‘Electroforming’, a copy of which he kindly presented to school in 2006 and which is in our library for use by pupils.

We hope to welcome more Old Novaportans, and their relatives, into school during the coming year.
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Since the last Newsletter we have been saddened to learn about the death in November 20070of Anthony Charles
Knight (cal949 — 1955), also of his brother Richard Knight . Anthony’s son, Michael, advised that Adams’ House Rugby
Cup was named the Knight Cup after the two brothers. They captained opposing sides in their final year at Adams.
Anthony was born in 1938 and his brother Richard in 1936. Sadly Richard passed away just two weeks before Anthony. He
said how fondly his father and uncle remembered their school days at Adams’ and both enjoyed returning for reunions and
events over the years.

We wish to offer our sincere condolences to the families and friends of all Old Novaportans who have died recently. We are
extremely grateful to them for informing us of their loss at such a time of sadness, and for allowing us to share this news.

3& 8

As you know we now e-mail the Newsletter to Old Novaportans, rather than using conventional mail. A small number of you
have requested still to receive hard copy by post and of course we are very happy to comply with this request.

However, we are keen to reach many more Old Novaportans and so we would ask for your support. If you are in touch with
old AGS friends who may not receive the Newsletter already please forward a copy on to them. We would love them to
register on our database and then we can send the Newsletter direct to them in future. (See paragraph on previous page). If
you have any queries at all do please contact the School Development Office. (01952) 386307 or e-malil
gill.barber@adamsgs.org.uk or ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk.

With very best wishes.

M J Barratt
Headmaster
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