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Another academic year is now well underway at Adams’ and we are already at the  
end of  Autumn Term. I write a regular newsletter to parents of pupils in school as we  
are very keen to keep them informed of what is going on in school, celebrate with  
them the many successes and achievements of our pupils both in and outside of the  
classroom and keep them advised of various practical notices of a ‘housekeeping’  
nature. I would just like to share with you here some of the thoughts I expressed to  
parents in my first newsletter of the year. 
 
 
“Towards the end of the holiday I stood on the ha-ha at Longford and, as the autumnal sun shone strongly (as it always does 
at the end of some fairly disappointing summer weather), Longford’s lush meadows were magnificent in their silence. Yet 
school grounds must be populated by school pupils and they looked even better during the final few days of the holidays as 
staff returned to coach boys for the year 7rugby and languages residential camp, which over fifty boys enjoyed. Equally, the 
teams from all year groups began their practices at this time and a large number of the school community shared this time  
together during their holidays. It always re-affirms the strength of our community spirit when I see this. 
 
When our pupils returned to school the following Tuesday morning I was delighted to see how many of them looked ready for 
the term ahead. In particular, they looked smart, smiled at me and greeted me with an enthusiastic “good morning sir.”  We 
value this very highly, especially when visitors come to the school. This year I am extending the opportunities for showing 
around visitors to younger pupils (led by the sixth form) and this aspect of meeting and greeting is something our pupils do 
very well, and quite naturally.” 
 

    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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We often seem to be saying this but I am delighted to report that this year we again broke our own record in terms 
of examination results. They were the best we have ever achieved, with over three quarters of our pupils reaching 
A/B grade at A level and a similar percentage at A*/A grade at GCSE.  Thirty-five pupils scored straight A grades at A 
level, and 5 pupils achieved 11 A*s at GCSE.  League tables tell different stories according to the method in which they are 
measured; our main target for public examinations is to enable our pupils to aim for, and reach, the best universities for their 
chosen courses. This means we will always aim for the top grades, rather than a high number of GCSEs relative to some 
other schools. It also means that, by restricting the number of examinations the pupils take, we can also concentrate on 
educating the whole person. This is extremely important to us. 
                        

                         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
�
���������������������
���������������������������������	�
���
��%�� ����� ��
�
�����������������������������������In October we welcomed a Deputation of Haberdashers into school for the day, as we do every year. 

       It was a highly successful day and enjoyed by everyone concerned. 
 
  

A Member of the Family                                                                                                    
of Haberdashers’ Schools     
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Sixteen members of the Company, including Master of the Haberdashers, Mr Mark Powell, former Adams’ pupils and former 
Head of English at Adams’, Mr Banks, took part in the Deputation. 
 
Their programme included a tour of school and attendance and observation in a number of lessons.  They enjoyed a 
presentation of drama and music in the Performing Arts Centre and a number of the Haberdashers talked to the whole of our 
year 7 about The Haberdashers’ Company and its association with the school.  For their part the boys posed some very 
sensible, interesting and occasionally challenging questions!  Bibles were then presented to members of the Upper Sixth 
form.   The day’s proceedings concluded at Longford, where boarding pupils were on hand to show members of the party 
around their boarding house. 
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On Friday 11th December we held an unveiling event for some new honours boards which I have commissioned for 
Big School Library.  There are six boards in total listing past Headmasters of the school, School Captains since 
2000 and House Captains during the same period. The boards look splendid, each bearing the school crest and the 
relevant house colour, as well as the relevant names of the holders of office. 
 
I was delighted to be joined by past Headmaster, Mr David Taylor, as well as many of the Heads of House, former 
Heads of House and former pupils named on the boards.  Neville Lace, who made the boards for us and Tom Hurst 
who provided all the embellishment were also present, as were the Chairman and members of the War Memorial 
Committee who kindly agreed to provide the necessary funds.   
 
It was a dignified and happy occasion and the boards will be a very fitting addition to the other historic artefacts 
which we are proud to have in school.  They also offer space in abundance to accommodate the names of 
generations of Headmasters, School Captains and House Captains still to come. 
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On Friday 13th November a group of Adams’ musicians took part in a concert in London to mark the 250th anniversary of the 
death of  G. F. Handel.  The concert was designed to showcase the musical talent within all of the Haberdashers’ Schools.  It 
was held at St Andrew’s Church in Holborn, an appropriate location, housing the monument to Thomas Coram as well as 
other surviving fittings, including the pulpit and the organ, from the Chapel of the Foundling Hospital with which Handel is 
also connected.  Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Lars Tharp, Director of the Foundling Museum and one of the 
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well-known experts on BBC Antiques Roadshow. Lars gave a short talk on the connection between Handel and the Coram 
Foundling Hospital, also including references to the Haberdashers’ Company. 
 
All Haberdashers’ senior schools participated in the concert, with a wide variety of vocal and orchestral works being 
performed.  Adams’ Chamber Orchestra performed a flute concerto, arranged for the flute by Adams’ Music Director,  
Mr Moor from the Organ Concerto in F major. Star soloist was Upper Sixth Former, Leonie Minty . 
 
The final piece was an excerpt from the Messiah, which brought back memories of the 2006 Adams’ 350th Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service, also held in London.  St Andrew’s resounded with all participants, at full volume, performing the 
chorus  “And the Glory of the Lord’. 
 
The Master, Mr Mark Powell, summed up the evening in his introduction: “This is a remarkable tribute both to the talent of 
today’s students and to the expertise of the teachers who nurture that talent.” 
�
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On Thursday 19th November we were yet again treated to a stunning evening of music at the annual House Music  
Competition.  The event is now well established as a particular highlight in the school calendar but this year it rose to even 
greater heights. 
 
Having long since outgrown its former home in the Performing Arts Centre, this year House Music relocated to the Sports 
Hall.  However the Sports Hall was unrecognisable as it was transformed into a magnificent auditorium with drapes, carpet, 
sympathetic lighting and audio visual equipment. For the first time we were able to accommodate all who were keen to 
attend, and the pupil participants too, close to 600 people in all.  
 
The standard was truly impressive, as confirmed by our adjudicator this year, Richard Dunster-Sigtermans, Director of Music 
at Rugby School.  Nine classes, including solo instrumental and vocal items, instrumental ensembles and choral items. 
Music of all styles and to suit a wide range of tastes. Something for everyone. Many parents have written to express their 
appreciation of the evening and their admiration for our performers, with comments such as:  
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     The winner – Darwin House 
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On the last day of the last half term  Adams’ U16 rugby team had the pleasure of meeting Millfield School in a friendly fixture, 
having been approached by Millfield as part of their tour over half term. 
 
Millfield are rugby giants, probably the most prestigious rugby school in the country and currently National Daily Mail Cup 
Champions. We were delighted to accept the challenge. 
 
Team captain Oliver Claxton reported on the encounter: 
Adams’ went in as the clear underdogs, but with the help of the large home crowd started on the front foot. Their efforts paid 
off within minutes, and Claxton scored under the posts.    7-0 to Adams’. 
 
Millfield were clearly rattled by their hosts’ positive start, and they began to play tentatively. The Adams’ forwards, led by 
number 8 Stephen Byrne, had them camped deep inside their own half, and when Adams’ won possession the backs 
shipped the ball wide to Ragav, who scored in the corner.  12-0 to Adams’. 
 
Not used to being down so early in the match, the visiting team came back with a vengeance and after fumbling the ball from 
the kick-off Adams’ found themselves defending their line from physical Millfield attacks. However, it didn’t take long for the 
Daily Mail cup holders to break through the defence and put their first points on the score sheet.  12-5 to Adams’. 
 
At this stage it looked as though Adams’ floodgates would open and Millfield, with the wind in their sails, would go on to 
cruise the rest of the match. This was not the case, and Adams’ snuffed out any attacks that Millfield threw at them, even 
creating chances of their own. Towards the end of the first half Adams’ turned over Millfield’s ball, releasing the backs that 
punished the unsuspecting defence to take a convincing lead into half-time. 
Half time: 19-5 to Adams’. 
 
After half-time Millfield came back refreshed and with a desire to get back in the match. They attacked strongly, but the 
defence from the Adams’ centres, Day and Smith was too good for them, and couldn’t be broken down. Millfield needed a 
lucky interception to score, and this threw them a lifeline.  19-10 to Adams’. 
 
Adams’ then let their heads drop. This was crucial, because Millfield were able to exploit the gaps in the Adams’ defence to 
bring the score to within four points.  19-15 to Adams’. 
 
Adams’ knew that the game was slipping from their grasp and that they needed to regain the aggression that they started the 
match with. The crowd got behind the players, and lifted the spirits of the team. Adams’ piled the pressure on Millfield and 
forced a penalty in front of the posts, which was an easy three points.  22-15 to Adams’.  
 
Millfield knew that time was running out and threw everything that they had at Adams’, yet they just weren’t able to score. 
The home side switched to a territorial kicking game, allowing Walsh to control the game from full-back. This neutralised the 
powerful runs that Millfield were undertaking from their talented back line. In the last play of the game Millfield had one last 
chance to salvage something from the match, but, as had been the story the whole match, the Adams’ defence was too 
good.  
 
The national champions had been humbled by a superb Adams’ performance. 
Final score: Adams’ 22    Millfield 15   
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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The Old Boys weekend started on Friday evening with a super game of basketball.  The old boys included Tom Fletcher who 
left in 1998 and former teaching assistant and basketball coach Christoph Dassler who made the trip especially from 
Germany. School ran out comfortable winners 58 - 42, with the two youngsters Aquile Smith and Steve Byrne proving 
outstanding for school. 
  
On Saturday morning school lost 3- 2 in the old boys' hockey  game. This game could have gone either way. It was a treat to 
watch the talent on display from both sides.*  (*See separate report below) 
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The netball  once again was very well attended with a round robin of games being played. Three teams were present 
representing school, and two teams who toured Malta and Barbados. School won both their games. Georgia Middleton was 
on fire as goal shooter and seemed as if she couldn’t miss. 
  
Later that day Adams’ 1st XV rugby  players faced an old boys side that refused to give up. The old boys led by Joel Lever 
and Tom Pritchard proved to be far fitter than expected and were pressing for a match winning try right at the death. School 
centres Sam Egerton and Tom Davis isolated old boy Tom Purslow and quickly spun the ball wide for Oliver Head to score 
out wide and finish the game 19 – 10 winners. 
This really was a fast flowing game enjoyed by a large crowd who appreciated not only the physicality but the high skill levels 
and ambition to play open rugby.  
  
On Sunday afternoon the ‘older’ Old Boys took to the field. This proved to be a play off between the New Zealand tourists of 
2006 organised and led by Ross Barton vs the rest. As always this proved to be a marvelous event with some enterprising 
rugby on display. Chris Tait who left in 2001 led the rag tags which included present Head of Talbot Mr Robins. Some lovely 
rugby was played with the eventual score being a draw 17- 17.  
  
It is always lovely to see so many Old Novaportans – boys and girls from all four sports turning up to celebrate and 
strengthen the continuing family of Adams’. Significantly, there are as many old boys and girls on the side spectating and 
supporting as there are players on the court or pitch. Similarly it is always a pleasure to see parents – past and present – 
supporting their offspring. Long may it continue!  Don’t miss next year! 

Mr Mulhern 
 

Hockey 
As we have already heard the Old Novaportan weekend saw a plethora of talent from years gone, none more so than in the 
hockey, playing against the current 1st XI squad from Adams'. It was a misty start on Saturday morning at Lilleshall National 
Sports Centre, with the sun just sneaking over the Shropshire hills, penetrating the lingering fog as the match got under way. 
Both teams played very well early on, with neither managing to break through the stern defences, but it was the 1st XI that 
took the lead as Tom Widdows latched onto a well worked move and slotted in from close range. The lead was short lived as 
Ben White scored, swiftly followed by Richard Carpenter, to take a 2-1 lead into the half time break. A bit more composure 
on the ball, higher work rate and a desire to get back on track were the thoughts of the day and there was an immediate 
response in the second half after Nick Middleton put over a good aerial that was picked up and converted by Ash Williams on 
the back post. Another period of stalemate ensued before the deadlock was finally broken by the Old Boys with John Perry 
converting an excellent move that left Dan Scriven in goal with no chance. There were a few more chances for both teams, 
but the game ended with a 3-2 victory to the Old Novaportans. Bragging rights were shared momentarily after a friendly 
penalty shoot out saw the 1st XI taste victory with an 11-10 scoreline after virtually the entire team had a go from the spot. 
The 1st XI players were excellent and it was a tribute to the talents of both teams that saw such a close result. The man of 
the match was duly awarded to Nick Middleton for his exceptional performance in the middle of the park, but there were also 
notable performances from Ollie Bruce, Mitch Smith and Tom Widdows! 
 

                          - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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As reported previously we are currently working on the regeneration of our Old Novaportan activities. The purpose of the club 
will be to welcome former pupils to school and encourage them to keep in touch with us, network with each other at social 
events and to extend our database of alumni.    We can then communicate via e-mail or letter and at subsequent events at 
the school.  Please contact Ruth Lloyd or Gill Barber to advise us of your current contact details so that we can ensure our 
database is up to date.  Telephone (01952) 386307 or email ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk. 
 
Your input and support to take this initiative forward would be much appreciated and is obviously vital for its success. Please 
contact Ruth as above; she will be delighted to hear from you. 
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In 2010 we are planning some new and different events for Old Novaportans. 
 
ON Golf Day  (open to family, friends, staff and parents of Adams’ Grammar School).  The Shropshire Golf Centre, Muxton. 
Monday 14th June 2010. Following the great success of the Golf Day organised so well by Old Novaportans Anthony Warner 
and Tony Mann during our 350th Anniversary year we are thrilled that Tony has indicated he is willing to support us again in 
this way.  We are really looking forward to another great day of golf among ON friends (and others) and hope that many of 
you will be keen to join us and make a weekend of it in Shropshire! 
 
ON Guided Tour Day  – 10th October 2010  Tour of school followed by buffet lunch at Longford Hall with the opportunity to 
spectate a great rugby fixture in the grounds afterwards. 
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Please email ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk to register your interest in the above events or telephone as above.  
 
ON Dinner   Unfortunately the Buffet and Band Night organised to coincide with the annual ON Sports Weekend  had to be 
cancelled this year due to a lack of ticket sales.   It is important to us to put on events that our alumni want to attend; 
therefore we want to hear from you with regard to what type of function you would like to support.  Please give us your 
comments.  We are also looking for Old Novaportans  who are willing to help in the organising of this – especially the 
networking and spreading the word.  Email ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk . 
�
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Are you registered?... 
We are always keen to extend the database we have in school of Old Novaportans.  We are particularly keen to increase the 
number of ON e-mail addresses registered.  You can search for old friends and put in your own profile on our secure site.  
Go to the school website at www.adamsgs.org.uk and click on the Old Novaportan link on the left, or reach it direct at 
www.oldnovaportan.org.uk.   Also, if you change e-mail addresses please remember to let us know. 

 
�
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The School shop has a range of merchandise which may appeal to our former pupils. 
 
The range includes: 
Mr Adams’ Free Grammar School by David & Ruth Taylor 
 Hardback history book of the school                £15.95 
Old Novaportan tie (silk)                                   £20 
Old Novaportan tie (polyester)                            £8 
Cufflinks – hallmarked silver and enamel          £30 
Stickpins - metal and enamel                             £4 
Wooden plaque                                                £25 
Notelets                                                            £3  per pack 
 
All prices are exclusive of post and packing. 
 
If you would like to purchase any item please contact School Enterprise Manager, Mrs Carol Little, who will be 
pleased to help you.  E-mail:  carol.little@adamsgs.org.uk   Tel:  (01952) 386317  
 
 

                     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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We love to receive news from our Old Novaportans throughout the year and many of you are happy for us to pass 
on the news to other ONs through this Newsletter.  Do please keep in touch. 
 
Bryan Hughes (1973-80) was appointed Chief Executive of international law firm Eversheds in May this year. 
Bryan joined Eversheds as a trainee in 1984 and upon qualification specialised in commercial litigation handling a 
wide range of complex disputes. He then helped to establish a thriving insurance practice and in the early 1990s 
took over the Cardiff office’s collection arm. Bryan was appointed Managing Partner of the Cardiff office in 2000 
and also joined Eversheds' National Senior Management team. Three years later, he joined the firms National 
Executive when he was appointed Eversheds' Chief Operating Officer, becoming UK Managing Partner in 2006.�
�  
Tim Cunningham and Simon Gomberg (2001-2008) visited Malawi earlier this year and spent time at the Joshua 
Orphan & Community Support Group.  They had a busy programme on site and met some volunteers who are 
helping to build staff houses for the clinic. They took with them a number of items from Adams’, including ties, a 
school shield, the history book and tea towels! We know that the ties are to be given to students holding special 
positions within the school. 
 
Graham Kitchener ( 2001-08) After Graham’s involvement in the England rugby U20 side last season he was seen 
this year making his debut in the first team squad, appearing in the Guinness Premiership, EDF Energy Cup and 
the European Challenge Cup.  Then in February he took part in front of his home crowd for the first time at Sixways  
as one of the senior forwards in the England U20 side facing Italy in the 6 Nationals programme. 
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Ben Gernon  ( 2000-07) Ben is currently studying at the Guildhall in London.  He was selected to participate in the 
Leeds conducting competition in July, working with the orchestra of Opera North for the duration. Last month Ben 
conducted the Guildhall Symphony Orchestra in the Barbican, London, for the first half of a concert in which the  
second half was conducted by the conductor of San Francisco symphony orchestra. 
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In addition to receiving the above news we are delighted that a number of old boys have paid us a visit over the last 
year.   
 
Amongst them are Mr Paul Fowler, who visited school in January and kindly donated his late father’s school cap 
and scarf.  We were thrilled to welcome Mr Blinkhorne ( 1930 – 35) who returned to school as a reminiscence to 
mark his 90th birthday.  Mr Derek Stokes  (1941 – 1944), who still lives locally, came back into school for the first 
time since leaving as a boy. We were also pleased to see cousins Mr John Kelly (1946 – 53) and Mr Nigel Hobbs  
(1960 – 1966).  Mr Alan Ibbotson (1946 – 51) called in to see us in July and Mr Bill Boyson (1942 – 44) in 
October.  Finally, former Headmaster’s son, Mr David Brooks, whose family home was at Adams’ between 1928 – 
1946, came into school in October. Accompanied by his wife and daughter the visit obviously brought back many 
memories, as it did for all our other ‘old boy’ visitors. Our students acted as tour guides on all these occasions, and 
guests commented on what excellent ambassadors they were. 
 
We hope to welcome more Old Novaportans, and their relatives, into school during the coming year. 
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Since the last Newsletter we have been saddened to learn about the deaths of the following ONs: 
 
George Franks (1951-55) Tributes flooded in in February with the untimely death of community stalwart, George 
Franks.  As well as being an old boy and strong supporter of school – right up until his death - George was a former 
Navy Club member, town councillor and Newport Cricket Club scorer. During his time at Adams’ George was a 
keen athlete and runner and presented a cross country award annually. George was a loyal supporter of the school 
and we were proud that he frequently wore a blazer around the town, which we presented to him some years ago. 
 
Mrs Vera Shenkin  We were informed by her son, old boy, David Shenkin that Mrs Shenkin sadly passed away on 
30 March this year.  Mrs Shenkin taught English and History at Adams’ during the 1950s and 1960s, before she and 
her husband, the late Dr Morris Shenkin, left Newport for London in 1967. Latterly Mrs Shenkin lived in Ongar, 
Essex. 
 
Robert Rushton (1997–2004) We were extremely saddened to learn of the death of Robert after a short illness. 
After leaving Adams’ Robert gained a degree in human biology from Loughborough University. He spent a year 
travelling in Australia, New Zealand, Thailand and Cambodia and at the time of his death was studying for a 
masters degree in construction management, which would have given him chartered surveyor status. Robert was a 
keen sportsman, playing football and rugby. 
 
Brian Simmill  ‘Beefy’  (1944-1952) We are grateful to Mrs Simmill for thinking of us and advising us of the death 
of her husband Brian earlier this year. Brian (actually George Brian but normally known as Brian) was Head Boy in 
1951.(The last Head Boy of Headmaster ADC Petersen).  After National Service Brian took up a place at Queen’s 
College, Oxford, where he read English. In 2008 Brian and Gillian moved to France in the Tarn region. 
Unfortunately Brian’s health, which had been stable for three years since his diagnosis, deteriorated and sadly he 
died early this year. 
 
Peter Morris  Former governor Peter Morris died in April after a five year illness.  Another stalwart of the town, 
Peter was actively involved in many of the town’s organisations:  Newport 1st Scouts, Chetwynd Church, The 
Literary Institute, Burton Borough School PTA as well as Adams’ PTA before becoming a Governor.  Peter worked 
in sales and was also well known for his professional singing. Former Headmaster Mr Taylor paid tribute to Peter, 
predominantly for his energy and enthusiasm, his interest always in helping others and the wealth of good ideas 
which he put to good effect on both schools’ PTAs and as a Governor at Adams’. 
 
Eric Lightwood Local man and Old Novaportan Eric Lightwood died in March this year. After leaving Adams’ Eric 
did national service with the Royal Engineers where he developed an interest in cooking. Later, as a gas fitter, Eric 
used to light the lamps on Newport High Street. He ran his own coal business and delivered far and wide across the 
county. He is well remembered for his passion for bowling, having served as Captain of Newport Bowling Club for 
eleven years. 
 



          - 8 -                                                        ON News  Autumn 2009 

Peter Bowen Hassall (1947-53) Mr Hassall’s son has informed us of his father’s death in September, aged 73. 
During his time at Adams’ he was a member of the 1st 15 rugby team.  In recent years Mr Hassall lived in Solihull. 
 
We wish to offer our sincere condolences to the families and friends of all Old Novaportans who have died recently. We are 
extremely grateful to them for informing us of their loss at such a time of sadness, and for allowing us to share this news. 
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As you know we now e-mail the Newsletter to Old Novaportans, rather than using conventional mail.  A small number of you 
have requested still to receive hard copy by post and of course we are very happy to comply with this request.    
 
However, we are keen to reach many more Old Novaportans and so we would ask for your support.  If you are in touch with 
old AGS friends who may not receive the Newsletter already please forward a copy on to them.  We would love them to 
register on our database and then we can send the Newsletter direct to them in future. (See paragraph earlier in the 
Newsletter).  If you have any queries at all do please contact the School Development Office. (01952) 386307 or e-mail 
gill.barber@adamsgs.org.uk or ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk. 
 
 
 
With very best wishes. 
 
M J Barratt       
Headmaster 
 


