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On Friday 11" December we held an unveiling ceremony for a
Set of honours boards which | have commissioned for display
in the School Library. There are six boards in total listing past
Headmasters of the school, School Captains since 2000 and
House Captains during the same period. The boards look
splendid, each bearing the school crest and the appropriate
house colour, as well as the relevant names of the holders of
office.

| was delighted to be joined by past Headmaster, Mr David Taylor,

as well as many of the Heads of House, former Heads of House

and former pupils named on the boards. Neville Lace, who made

the boards for us and Tom Hurst, from our own Design Technology
Department, who undertook all the embellishment, were also Former Headmasté MTaonr
present, as were the Chairman and members of the War Memorial speaking after the unveiling
Committee who kindly agreed to provide the necessary funds.

It was a dignified and extremely happy occasion and the boards will be a very fitting addition to the other
historic artefacts which we are proud to have in school. They also offer space in abundance to
accommodate the names of generations of Headmasters, School Captains and House Captains still to
come.

Messrs Lace and Hurst, designers and craftsmen

School Captains prepae to reveal
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On Tuesday 8" and Wednesday 9" December the Senior Drama Club gave
four performances of their adaptation of “A Christmas Carol”, at lunchtime and
after school.

These times were experimental and we were pleased with the level of support
we received. Two hundred and fourteen people paid to see the show, which
meant that we will be able to send a cheque for £107 to Great Ormond Street
Children’s Hospital, in honour of Tiny Tim.

Although the show was only forty minutes long it involved twenty-eight pupils
on stage and fourteen behind the scenes and, coinciding as it did with the
House Music competition and Christmas events, preparations had to begin in
September.

Audience reaction was all very positive and | was particularly pleased that
Dickens’ serious messages came through strongly despite the familiarity of
the story, owing to the sincerity and quality of the performances, especially
that of Bill Overmire as a very chilly and convincing Scrooge.

J.A. Goodier
Head of Drama

Waiting in the wings
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Following four separate rounds of auditions and with over one hundred people who
auditioned for a role in the play, we are delighted to announce the cast list for
“Romeo and Juliet” which will begin rehearsals at the start of next term.
Although seven months of rehearsals may seem like a long time, it will actually be
upon us very quickly, so congratulations to the following:

ROMEO - Alex Williams JULIET - Vicky Webb
NURSE-Pippa Adams FRIAR LAURENCE-Matt Broomfield
MERCUTIO-Jamie Barber BENVOLIO-Adam Westley
TYBALT-Ben Morris PRINCE-Chris Bowman
CAPULET-Jon Sherry LADY CAPULET-Chloe Jones
MONTAGUE-Lewis lles LADY MONTAGUE-Rosie Coxhead
SAMPSON/FRIAR JOHN-Bradley Pascall PARIS-Paddy Shanahan
GREGORY/1* WATCHMAN - Charles APOTHECARY-Jared Collier

MacDonald-Jones
ABRAHAM/2"* WATCHMAN - Peter Corden  PETER/PAGE-Richard Coles
Olly Henderson
Mollie Rowley SOUND - Nathan Clissold
Lorna Wilkinson LIGHTING — Jeffrey Yam
Harry Mason
Harry Morris
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Basketball Our annual Old Boys’ and Girls’ weekend started as usual on Friday evening with a super game of
basketball. ON players included Tom Fletcher who left in 1998 and former teaching assistant and basketball
coach Christoph Dassler, who made the trip especially from Germany. School ran out comfortable winners

58 - 42, with the two youngsters Aquile Smith and Steve Byrne proving outstanding for school.

Hockey On Saturday morning school lost 3- 2 in the ON hockey game. This game could have gone either way.
It was a treat to watch the talent on display from both sides. (See below for full match report.)

Netball The netball once again was very well attended with a round robin of games being played. Three teams
were present representing school, and two teams who toured Malta and Barbados. School won both their
games. Georgia Middleton was on fire as goal shooter and seemed as if she could not miss.

Rugby Later that day Adams' 1st XV rugby team faced an old boys’ side that refused to give up. The ONs, led
by Joel Lever and Tom Pritchard, proved to be far fitter than expected and were pressing for a match winning
try right at the death. School team centres Sam Egerton and Tom Davis isolated old boy Tom Purslow and
quickly spun the ball wide for Oliver Head to score out wide and finish the game 19 - 10 winners. This really
was a fast flowing game enjoyed by a large crowd who appreciated not only the physicality but the high skill
levels and ambition to play open rugby.

On Sunday afternoon the 'older' Old Boys took to the field. This proved to be a play off between the New
Zealand tourists of 2006 organised and led by Ross Barton vs the rest. As always this proved to be a
marvellous event with some enterprising rugby on display. Chris Tait who left in 2001 led the rag tags which
included Head of Talbot Mr Robins. Some lovely rugby was played with the eventual score being a draw
17- 17.

It is always lovely to see so many Old Novaportans - boys and girls - from all four sports turning up to celebrate
and strengthen the ever-growing family of Adams'. Significantly there are as many old boys and girls on the
side, spectating and supporting, as there are players on the court or pitch. Furthermore it is always a pleasure
to see parents - past and present - supporting their offspring. Long may it continue!
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Old Boys weekend saw a plethora of talent from bygone years playing against the current Adams’ 1st X
squad. It was a misty start on Saturday morning, with the sun just sneaking over the Shropshire hills,
penetrating the lingering fog as the match got under way at Lilleshall. Both teams played very well early
on, with neither managing to break through the stern defences, but it was the 1st Xl that took the lead as
Tom Widdows latched onto a well worked move and slotted in from close range. The lead was short lived
as Ben White scored, swiftly followed by Richard Carpenter, to take a 2-1 lead into the half time break. A
bit more composure on the ball, higher work rate and a desire to get back on track were the thoughts of
the day and there was an immediate response in the second half after Nick Middleton put over a good
aerial shot that was picked up and converted by Ash Williams on the back post. Another period of
stalemate ensued before the deadlock was finally broken by the Old Boys with John Perry converting an
excellent move that left Dan Scriven in goal with no chance. There were a few more chances for both
teams, but the game ended with a 3-2 victory to the Old Boys. Bragging rights were shared momentarily
after a friendly penalty shoot out saw the 1st XI taste victory with an 11-10 scoreline after virtually the
entire team had a go from the spot. The 1st XI were excellent and it was a tribute to the talents of both
teams that saw such a close result. The man of the match was duly awarded to Nick Middleton for his
exceptional performance in the middle of the park, but there were also notable performances from Ollie
Bruce, Mitch Smith and Tom Widdows!

Mr Armstrong
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The Ul4s pIayed in the National Schools Knock-out competition last |
Thursday 10" December. Having not played against another school, it was
a chance for them to flex their hockey muscles against a number of teams S |
who had been playing since year 7. In the group stages it was a close affair,
with Adams' producing a great result beating Thomas Telford in the opening |
fixture 2-1, with goals from Tom Trillo and Michael Tobin. In the second game
Meole Brace were more solid at the back and managed to score an early goal and then as [
Adams' were pressing for the equaliser, Meole scored again. 2-0 down was not a disaster,
although it meant that if Thomas Telford could get a result out of Meole, then it could be an early I
exit for the home side. Thankfully, although Meole didn't play as well as they had done against |
Adams', they still managed a 0-0 draw, which meant they qualified for the semi final as winners of
the group and Adams' were second. In the other group, the top two were decided by the number I
of goals against Sir John Talbot, as Bridgnorth and Church Stretton played out a 0-0 draw, with 1-
0 and 2-0 victories over SJT respectively. In the 1st semi final, Meole Brace played well and |
scraped to a 1-0 win over Bridgnorth Endowed, which left Adams’ playing against Church
Stretton. It was a tense affair, with both teams having their chances, but the defences stood I
strong and after the final whistle it went down to penalty flicks. James Owen-Jones was the star of
the show, saving two, including the sudden death decider, which meant that we made it through I
to the final. In the final, having played so well in the semi, the boys eventually ran out of steam
and went down 3-0 to Meole Brace. It was an excellent effort and they thoroughly deserve their I
place in the next round as the 2nd seeded team from Shropshire. The squad consisted of John I
Stephens (capt), James Owen-Jones, Matt Nijsten, Josh Winton, Noor Al-Allaf, Callum Stacey,
Tom Trillo, Michael Tobin, Laurie Meldon, Michael Wright, Tom Frost, Scott Bromley and Utsav I
Nanda!

Mr Armstrong ||

———————————————1

On Wednesday 2" December, Adams’ competed in the individual race of the Birmingham League. Out of
just under a hundred runners, Alex Russell finished 3" and Thomas Buckley also finished in the top 10.
Strong performances from the rest of the team mean that Adams' finished 2" on points in the team
competition behind Solihull.

A week later on 9" December Adams’ beat Queen Mary’s Walsall and King Edward’s Birmingham in a league
fixture.

Then on Saturday Adams’ fielded runners in the Shropshlre Clubs Competltlon held at Lilleshall Sports
Centre. Adams’ won the U15 competition, James Turner 6", Ryan Cullen, 8" and John Stephens 9", Arthur
Charlesworth running for Wenlock Olympians finished 4" in the U13 to gain county selection. Rory England,
Joe Humphries and Jamie Grimsdale ran well to finish inside the top 20. Thomas Buckley (L6th) won the U17
competition, with Rajan and Aaron Pooni helping Adams’ to win the team prize. In the senior race, Harry
Hobson gained county selection for the U20.
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The traditional annual January Jog organised by Newport Advertiser will take place at the Shuker field
Newport on Sunday 3™ January. The 5k race starts at 12.00pm and the 2.5k fun run at 1.00pm. Proceeds are
in aid of MacMillan cancer Support. The Headmaster and other staff members will be joining the crowds to
take part in this and we hope that a number of pupils will also take up the challenge. Please see me for further
information.

Mr Sedman-Smith
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George Riley (11D) has this term been directing
and developing a new youth choir in Telford — New
Horizons Mixed Youth Choir — which rehearses on
Wednesdays during term time at 5.30pm in Hadley
Methodist Church, Telford. The choir gave its first
public performance on Friday 11" December at
Badger Church, under George’s baton. The church
was full to capacity and the audience thoroughly
appreciated the programme of varied seasonal and
other music. As well as conducting and
accompanying the choir George also acted as Master
of Ceremonies, introducing each item and the
performer. The choir was joined by a number of solo
performers playing flute and keyboard, including
fellow pupils Tom Doherty and Cameron Law .
Admission to the concert was free of charge but a
collection at the end of the evening raised nearly
£350.

Members of the Sixth Form Chris Beal, Pippa
Adams, George Bloor, Megan Conway and David
Collier took part in the National Concert Band
Festival (ncbf) regional finals on Sunday i
November in Warrington. They were performing with
the Burton Borough School Concert Band and Big
Band.

The Concert Band played three pieces and Big Band
five pieces, both including set pieces.

Both bands played extremely well and were awarded
Platinum, which is a new award introduced this year.
As a result, both bands (together with the school’s
third junior band) are through to the national finals of
ncbf which will be held at the Birmingham
Conservatoire on 10" and 11" April 2010.
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As already advised in the last newsletter Matron has a huge
and growing collection of bags, PE bags and other items in
Lost Property, all taking up a significant amount of space.

None of the items in her possession have hames and this has
added considerably to the time it has taken recently for her to

sort through and organise all the items.

It would help her enormously if bags (including pencil cases)

could be named.

Mobile phones can be named on the inside battery cover.
Shoes / trainers can have initials placed inside (we have at

least a dozen pairs of un-named shoes and trainers).
Please put a permanent marker pen on your Christmas

It is sad that so many valuable school uniform items have to be
disposed off when they could easily be returned to their owner.

If you have lost something do keep checking.

list.

Please be informed that the School Office will
open over the Christmas period on the
following days

Monday 21 * December and also on
Wednesday 30 " December

from 8.30am -12.30pm and
1.00pm - 4.00pm

Boarders return to school on Monday evening
4" January and school recommences for all
pupils on Tuesday 5" January 2010.
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GCE Certificates are now available for
collection from the Exams Office.
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Pupils who have paid £1.00 will have
them posted to their home addresses.



