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Last Thursday 19" November we were yet again treated to a stunning evening of music at the annual House
Music Competition. The event is now well established as a particular highlight in the school calendar but this year
it rose to even greater heights.

Having long since outgrown its former home in the Performing Arts Centre, this year House Music relocated to the
Sports Hall. However the Sports Hall was unrecognisable as it was transformed into a magnificent auditorium with
drapes, carpet, sympathetic lighting and audio visual equipment. For the first time we were able to accommodate
all who were keen to attend, and the pupil participants too, close to 600 people in all.

The standard was truly impressive, as confirmed by our adjudicator this year, Richard Dunster-Sigtermans,
Director of Music at Rugby School. Nine classes, including solo instrumental and vocal items, instrumental
ensembles and choral items. Music of all styles and to suit a wide range of tastes. Something for everyone. Many
parents have written to express their appreciation of the evening and their admiration for our performers:

Winning House - Darwin
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The overall winners of the House Music cup were Darwin House . Congratulations!

So many people contributed to the success of this tremendous event and | acknowledge, applaud and thank them
all: Mr Moor and Mrs Coomer in the Music Department of course, Mr Hickey, Mr Hook and the AGS maintenance
team, Mr Band, Adam Coomer and the technical team, AGSS, all House Music Captains and participants and so
many others. This was the culmination of many weeks of work and it was a triumph. If you did not experience it |
strongly recommend it for next year; you will not be disappointed.
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On Friday 13" November a group of Adams’ musicians took part in a
concert in London to mark the 250" anniversary of the death of St Andrew’s Church,
G. F. Handel. The concert was designed to showcase the musical Holborn
talent within all of the Haberdashers’ Schools. It was held at St
Andrew’s Church in Holborn, an appropriate location, housing the
monument to Thomas Coram as well as other surviving fittings,
including the pulpit and the organ, from the Chapel of the Foundling
Hospital with which Handel is also connected. Master of Ceremonies
for the evening was Lars Tharp, Director of the Foundling Museum and
one of the well-known experts on BBC Antiques Roadshow. Lars gave
a short talk on the connection between Handel and the Coram
Foundling Hospital, also including references to the Haberdashers’
Company.

All Haberdashers’ senior schools participated in the concert, with a wide
variety of vocal and orchestral works being performed. Adams’
Chamber Orchestra performed a flute concerto arranged for the flute

by Mr Moor from the Organ Concerto in F major. Star soloist was
Upper Sixth Former, Leonie Minty .

The final piece was an excerpt from the Messiah, which brought back
memories of the 2006 Adams’ 350" Anniversary Thanksgiving Service,
also held in London. St Andrew’s resounded with all participants, at full
volume, performing the chorus “And the Glory of the Lord'.

The Master, Mr Mark Powell, summed up the evening in his
introduction: “This is a remarkable tribute both to the talent of today’s
students and to the expertise of the teachers who nurture that talent.”

At Haberdashers’ Hall

Senior Cross Country

On Wednesday 11™ November, Adams’ fielded 3 teams of 5 runners in the Queen Mary's
Relays. Although Adams’ dldn t win the overall race, the A and B teams managed the
impressive feat of flnushung 2" and 3" overall, beating the A teams from 6 other schools.
Alex Russell ran the 3" fastest leg of the competition.

Junior Cross Country
On Saturday 14" November, Adams’ Cross country runners in years 7-10 competed in the o
round of the English Schools Cross Country competition in appalling weather conditions in
Warrington. The competition was tough, with schools from across the Midlands and North
West competing for a place |n the finals. Adams’ juniors , years 7&8, narrowly missed out on
a place in the final, finishing 4" team. Arthur Charlesworth finished in an impressive 4"
place. The young intermediates team, yrs 9 &10 gained some useful experience and could
do well next year. James Turner ran a strong race to finish in 16" overall.

Mr Sedman-Smith
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cake.

A group of year 9 boys in Webb House held a cake sale and raffle last week in
aid of Afghan Heroes. Oliver North and George Jackson organised the
initiative and thanks are due to Mrs North for baking a magnificent, decorated

Jack Koshbayan, Joe Partridge, George Giriffiths
9W) supported the effort by touring school during break and lunchtime,
persuading all in their path to purchase raffle tickets in aid of this worthy cause.
Luckily the cake came to no harm and they raised exactly £100 for their trouble.
Lucky winner was Sam Harpham, our Gap Assistant, who was delighted to
receive the cake as a belated birthday present.

and Steven Pritchard (all
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Next July seventeen boys, all from year 11, will be taking part in a two week
expedition to Morocco. Whilst there they will be undertaking community project
work and climbing Jebel Toubkal (4167m). They will be accompanied by Miss
Clayton and Mr Weaver.

Each participant is required to fundraise to help support the £1400 cost of
participation. This covers all travel, accommodation (camping and Berber
accommodation), tools/materials for the project, insurance and so on.

Last week the group organised a Bags2School event. Unwanted adults’ and
children's clothing, bedding, curtains, shoes, belts and handbags were collected,
weighing 1 tonne 85kg. £434 was raised as a result of this effort. Thank you to
all families who donated their unwanted items.
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Rowan Adams (U6) has been selected
as the best entrant from Adams’ for the
annual Schroders’ Economics Prize
which is organized with The Haberdashers’
Company. There were 13 entrants this
year from a possible 18 Haberdasher
Schools. Rowan wins £50.

Many hands make light work
loading the van

The Senior Drama Club will be presenting a

45-minute adaptation of “A Christmas Carol”
on Tuesday 8th December and Wednesday
9" December.

Performances are at 12.50pm and 4.15pm on each day and parents
will be very welcome but we would like to stress that it is a workshop
production, with a fairly minimal set and an emphasis on acting, rather

#& " than a full-scale school play. Details were finalised after the current
GCE Certificates will be available for calendar went to press, so please disregard the printed performance
collection from the Exams Office at the times there. Our aim is to give that large number of students who would
beginning of December. find it impossible to come to a 7.30 show an opportunity of seeing some
Pupils who have paid £1.00 will have first-rate live performance.

them posted to their home addresses.

Tickets will be available from the PAC foyer at lunchtimes and are £1
each, half of which will be donated to Great Ormond Street Hospital, in

honour of Tiny Tim.
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House Public Speaking for both junior and senior pupils took place
recently after school in the Library. This year’s theme was Education.

Junior topics included:
- Try again. Fail again. Fail better. (Samuel Beckett)
Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe. (H.G. Wells)
A little learning is a dangerous thing. (Alexander Pope)
Education has for its object the formation of character. (Herbert Spencer)
Education is what survives when what has been learnt has been forgotten. (Professor B.F. Skinner)

Senior topics:
- Learning, that cobweb of the brain,
Profane, erroneous, and vain. (Samuel Butler)
Better build schoolrooms for the boy
Than cells and gibbets for the man. (Eliza Cook)
The aim of education is the knowledge not of facts but of values.
(A.C. Benson)
Education has produced a vast population able to read but unable to distinguish what is worth reading.
(G.M. Trevelyan)
Education makes a people easy to lead, but difficult to drive; easy to govern but impossible to enslave.
(Lord Brougham)

Equal marks were given for content - understanding of the topic, logical presentation and sequence of
ideas, varied and interesting material, appropriate and diverse vocabulary . Also for presentation -
fluency and confidence, clear direction, appropriate tone and volume, engagement of the audience.

The judging panel comprised members of the English Department. Mrs Hayes, who chaired the panel,
commented,

“Yet again, the standard of speeches was very high. The judges were particularly pleased with
the structure and presentation of the junior speakers on Tuesday evening who set the bar very high for
the middle and senior competitors on the Thursday evening. However, the older students did not
disappoint and the judges were impressed by the way some of the speeches were carefully structured
for maximum impact of the argument. The audience of student peers and staff was well entertained and
informed.”

The winners were James Dowson 7T for the Juniors. James spoke powerfully and effectively for
Talbot House on Alexander Pope’s assertion, A little learning is a dangerous thing. Peter Corden 11D
emerged as the winner of the Middle/Seniors competition for Darwin House. Congratulations to both!
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All lost property comes to Matrons office, who will email you to advise you it is waiting to be collected.
It would help her enormously if bags (including pencil cases) could be named.
At the moment there are approximately ten bags of PE / games kit without a name in, undershorts and a
complete hockey bag.
Mobile phones can be named on the inside battery cover.
Shoes / trainers can have initials placed inside (we have at least a dozen pairs of un-named shoes and
trainers).
It is sad that so many school uniform items have to be disposed off when they could easily be returned to
their owner. If you have lost something do keep checking.
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