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As you know, I frequently like to share with you the content of some of  
the assemblies we have in school, all of which focus on a different theme. 
 
 
Last Friday assembly was presented by Mr Bowdler: 
 
“It’s been a bit of a strange week for me. My week began badly. Badly in that I was in assembly earlier in the week 
when I realised I had to follow Tom and George’s fantastic presentation. On Wednesday night I watched Aston 
Villa reach a cup final for the first time since 1996. Some of you weren’t born then and I was only ten years old! A 
cup final for those of you who are Wolves fans is where football clubs play each other for the right to win a trophy. 
For Stoke fans a trophy is, well actually you don’t need to know about that, it’s the taking part that counts. 
 
The final part was that I got to cover one of Mr Bransfield’s English  lessons. Now I’m a big fan of reading but I 
was a little disappointed that I got a lesson on To Kill a Mockingbird rather than Of Mice and Men. Many of you will 
have read Of Mice and Men as a KS3 piece; it tells the story of two drifters across the United States during the 
Great Depression. The story’s background causes are a financial banking collapse coupled with a severe drought, 
hence my obvious economic interest. 
 
I like all sorts of stories with an economic twist and there’s one writer who just can’t stop talking about economics, 
and that of course is Shakespeare. He’s full of the economic stuff, my favourite though is from Hamlet Act 1, 
Scene 3, from which I’d like to read you the modern translation 
 

Neither a borrower nor a lender be. 
For a loan often loses both the loan and the friend, 
And borrowing dulls the edge of the economy. 
This above all, to your own self be true, 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
You cannot then be false to any man. 
 
To your own self be true…. 

 
A simple statement, be aware of your values and hold to them. 
 
What are your values? Are you the sort of person who helps others or hinders them? When your friends are in 
trouble do they turn to you or fear you knowing?  

 
A wise man once said that how we are viewed by others is what we are…and in their reality that is true. If others 
view you as honest then you are but if you give them cause to see you as dishonest then that’s you. If they see 
you as a bully or a racist then irrespective of what you might think in their perception that is who you are.” 
 

Mr Bowdler 
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Members of our Upper Sixth form have recently participated in the  
British Physics Olympiad with excellent results. 
 
Ben Claxton, Matt Clayton and Joe Gardner   all achieved silver  
medals. 
A further five students achieved Bronze level –  
Antony Hartshorn, Ed Joyce, Corey Martin, Phil Jerv is,  
Alex Williams. Esther Berry was awarded a commendation.                           www.BPhO.org.uk 
                                                                                                                                
The majority of these students are hoping to continue their studies in Physics, Maths or Engineering at 
top universities next year and are currently receiving offers. 
 
The competition is open to all U6 Physics students across the country and is a test of the ability of 
students to apply their knowledge to new situations rather than simply to repeat material they have 
learnt. This is a more difficult challenge than that required at A-level.  
The examiners are good original thinkers and so it is unlikely that the students will have seen the 
questions before. A real test of a students’ ability. 
 
Adams’ is no stranger to success in this competition but to have nine successful candidates in one year 
is an excellent achievement.  What is more, these results put Adams’ Grammar School in the top six 
highest achieving schools in the country. 
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Oliver Claxton  has been selected for the Midlands U16s.  
The Midlands makes up one of four regions with the North, 
London & South East and the South West making up the other 
three.  The full England U16s is selected following several 
regional festivals.  Oli is already involved in the Leicester Tigers 
Academy where he is receiving elite coaching at Welford Road 
and also during outreach sessions more locally.    
 
Adams’ Grammar School rugby has seen several old boys 
progress to the professional stage, most recently; Peter Short 
still playing at Bath Rugby (& England U20s), Graham 
Kitchener at Worcester Warriors (England U21s) and three 
current pupils  involved at Leicester Tigers as juniors in Oliver 
Claxton , Stephen Byrne  and Callum Perry.  
 
Oliver is probably our most exciting prospect to date, equally 
happy at scrum half or fly half and is widely tipped to receive his 
England Cap this season.  He is captain of an unbeaten U16s 
Adams’ side this year with notable victories against 
independent heavyweights; Sedburgh School from Cumbria 
and Millfield School form Somerset. 
 

�������������(������ �
Chris Carter  (Clive 2007-2009) has been 
selected to represent England in the Senior 
Men's team (for the 1500m) in two indoor 
competitions in Slovakia and Austria in the near 
future.  
 

Tuesday 9 th February  – Sixth Form Boarding   
    Open Evening (by appointment). Please call 
    School Office. 
Friday 12 th February * – House Rugby Sevens 
    House Netball competition 
    (*Please note rearranged date) 
Monday 15 th – Friday 19 th February  –  
     Half Term holiday 
 
Saturday 6 th March – Sportsmans’ Dinner 
     Fundraiser for 2010 rugby tour (more next 
     issue) 
Monday 14 th June – Old Novaportan Golf Day 
    (parents and friends welcome – see next issue.) 
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Last Wednesday Adams' 1st XI entertained Solihull School in a friendly fixture at  
fortress Lilleshall. The Warwickshire based side had previously beaten Repton and,  
despite missing a couple of players, were certainly a force to be reckoned with. That  
being said, it was the home side that adapted to the pace of the game the quickest and  
they were soon dictating play, eventually forcing a short corner. Had Nick Middleton  not 
expertly converted the corner, Mr Armstrong would have been left a little bit embarrassed 
as Sam Barnes  had smashed the ball into the net at the exact time that he blew 
the whistle for the corner!! At 1-0 down Solihull picked up their game and started playing 
some better hockey, but they couldn't break down the defence, expertly marshalled by 
Mitch Smith  and Peter Grech , with Dan Scriven  standing strong in the goal. The score 
remained until half time and it was clear that Solihull were on the receiving end of some 
harsh words from their coach. They responded well, but just couldn't put the ball in the 
net, Craig Parry  and Mitch  both managing to clear the ball off our goal line on separate 
occasions. At the other end, the forward line were working hard, with Ash Williams, Ben 
Keeble and Tom Widdows  closing everything down and working hard to help out the 
defence. It was left to the expertise of Nick Middleton to decide the tie, with a cool finish 
from a short corner, that didn't go accordling to plan first time round, but the keeper had 
no chance when he flicked the ball in from mid-range. We could have scored one more 
towards the end but a last ditch save from their keeper denied James Boyd  and then 
Ben Keeble  on the rebound! The boys were excellent, with Middleton taking the plaudits 
with a man of the match performance and two goals, but it could quite easily have been 
most of the team who all played their part in the result. 

Mr Armstrong 
 

Last week, on a cold, wet Wednesday afternoon, nine year 11 boys travelled to Madeley 
Academy to play in the Telford Schools 7-a-side hockey tournament. It was contested by 9 of 
the best teams in the local area. Adams' were drawn in group A along with Wrockwardine 
Wood 'B', Burton Borough and Thomas Telford 'A'. 
 
The first game was against local rivals Burton Borough and, despite all games only being 7 
minutes long, Adams' dominated the play throughout and took a deserved early lead through 
Alex Gray.  It wasn't long before the lead was doubled with a fantastic team goal slotted home 
by Cameron Law . 2-0 the final score  
 
The second game was played between the two teams expected to top the group and a superb 
team performance against Thomas Telford 'A' saw a 0-0 draw despite several good shots from 
a number of players.  
 
The third game was a must win for Adams' as other group results saw Thomas Telford 'A' in 
with a chance of sneaking the top spot. Wrockwardine Wood 'B' has put up some stern 
resistance against some of the other teams but was unable to hold off the Adams' onslaught 
when a quickly taken free hit caught their defence off guard and allowed Tim Henderson  to 
score the only goal of the game. An excellent team performance held off any chance of an 
equaliser. 
 
Adams' topped the group without losing a game or conceding a goal and were justifiably 
confident heading to the final against the hosts, Madeley Academy. 
 
As with the rest of the games, Adams' dominated the final from start to end with another 
excellent team performance being led by captain Oliver Bruce . About halfway into the match 
the ball was worked from our own goal line all the way up to the opposition end where Alex 
Gray netted his second of the afternoon. Again Adams' saw out the rest of the game to take a 
well earned 1-0 win and best of all, become the best U16 side in Telford and Wrekin.          

 
Mr Hurst                 
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                                              National Aerobathon @ Idsall Sports Centre 
                                           Monday 8 February 2010   Idsall Sports Centre, Shif nal 
                                              This is a sponsored two hour keep fit fun workout 6.00-8.00pm  
                                         led by qualified instructors.  All ability levels welcome, from beginners up. 
                                         Registration costs £5.00. Includes entry to the event and an NSPCC Aerobathon  
                                         tee-shirt (if signing up on-line before the event.) .  
                                         Email: aerobathonmidland@nspcc.org.uk 
                                         The aim of this NSPCC  event is to raise over £425,000 nationally for the Child’s 
                                         Voice Appeal. 
                                         All are welcome (under 16s will need a waiver form signed by an appropriate adult.) 
 
                      Half Term Holiday takes place Monday 15 th – Friday 19 th February 2010   
        School office open 8.30 – 12.00 and 12.30 –  4.00pm   School recommences Monday 22 nd   February 
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The U16s reached the semi finals of  
the North Midlands Cup beating Fairfax  
school away at Sutton Coldfield  44 – 28.  
Key tries were scored by Aquile Smith  and Stephen 
Byrne  and the side was steered to victory by a 
dominant display at fly half from Oli Claxton.  Oli is on 
a personal high at the moment having just been 
selected to represent the Midlands at U16s. One of 
four regions from where the England U16s will be 
selected.  Good luck Oli. 
 
The team’s next opponents will be Bishops Hereford 
The Blue Coat School to be played at home on 
Wednesday 10th February. 

Mr Tozer 
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Last Saturday 23rd January a number of our pupils ran in the annual Shropshire Schools Cross Country 
Competition, held this year at The Marches School, Oswestry. 
 
In the hotly contested year 7 category Adams’ finished 3rd, with James Micklewright, James Heywood, Tom 
Holliday and Sam Pusey  the four scorers for the team. 
 
Adams’ managed to clinch the Year 8/9 competition, scoring equal points to Wrekin College, but winning on tie-
break rules.  Arthur Charlesworth, Ryan Cullen, William McCartney  and Jack Stewart  were the four counters. 
 
In the Senior Girls category Adams’ finished just one point behind Shrewsbury School in 3rd place.  Lucy Kesek, 
Becky Harris and Stephanie Wood  were the counters. 
 
A rather depleted year 10/11 boys team managed a creditable 2nd, beating Wrekin College.  James Turner  gained 
county selection for his 8th place.  William Wallace, Thomas Hammond and Theo Farah  were Adams’ other 
scoring runners.   
 
In the Senior Boys competition, a strong Adams’ team were beaten by an impressive Shrewsbury School side.  
Adams’ has, however, maintained its tradition in winning the individual race.  Alex Russell  ran a sensibly paced 
race in a bunch to win the title.  The next three home for Adams’ were Tom Buckley, James Wilkins and Rob 
Gradwell.    

Mr Sedman-Smith 

 
            Shropshire Schools Cross Country 
                     Year 8/9 Champions 

 

 


