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�Few can have escaped all the events and publicity surrounding the World  
Cup and, in particular, our national team’s progress through the stages.�������������� 
�
Mr Hickey’s assembly today addresses the issue of the nation’s pain  
surrounding our team’s performance and exclusion from the rest of the  
tournament.������������������������������������ 
“ As ever, the debacle will be greeted with a sustained bout of national introspection. Why can we not compete 
when it matters? Why do outstanding club players fall apart when stepping out onto the ultimate stage? Are there 
too many foreign players in the Premier League? Are we not cultivating enough home-grown talent? Or is the 
problem that there are too many matches in the premier league season, leaving the England players burnt-out? 

Or perhaps we should cast our net beyond the specifics of football? Perhaps the culprit is our education system 
and the legacy of politically correct local education authorities — with their innate suspicion of competition — 
which has robbed our players of the necessary killer-instinct. 

The traditional scapegoat — the coach — will doubtless get a lot of the blame in the coming days (particularly 
from the written press) and it is true that Fabio Capello has made his fair share of blunders, but the millions of 
spectators tuning in on Sunday will not have been appalled by the selection or formation of the England team, but 
by the fact that the men on the pitch simply did not look like a group of professional footballers. 

England, apparently, are a far stronger side than Germany on paper. When you calculate the relative wages in 
club football (which, perhaps, is a good proxy of ability in a free market), the England team is worth twice as 
much. Individually they score many more goals. Their club sides achieve more wins per game. Being good on 
paper is one thing – being good on the pitch it seems is another. A lot of speculation regarding the outcome of the 
game seems to be centered on the England side seemingly not “wanting” to win enough. The accepted 
stereotype seems to be that we all expect our national sides to be rubbish. 

If there is one thing we know from the realm of social psychology it is that stereotypes do not merely matter, but 
can also be self-fulfilling. Perhaps the England players, surrounded by the carefully distilled national paranoia of 
almost half a century, simply could not bring themselves to do anything but conform to type. 

Speaking as someone who has virtually no knowledge of football or its strategies and complexities, there is, of 
course, a far simpler conclusion to be drawn following the match ….. Germany played better, live with it!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Hickey 
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There has been much media coverage recently about Academies and the Secretary 
of State's invitation to certain schools to become Academies. I received such an 
invitation just prior to half term and subsequently registered our interest in becoming 
an Academy.  
  
At this stage, it involves little more than becoming  a name on a list (which is in the 
public domain) and involves us engaging in dialogue with the Department of 
Education, with a view to ascertaining the relevant benefits and associated costs of 
such a decision. The school governors have established a sub-committee in order to 
investigate the matter in greater detail; further to this I will shortly attend a briefing by 
Nick Gibb, the Minister of State for Schools, which will be followed by more detail from 
the Academies Team in Whitehall.  
  
As and when we know more about these proposals I will communicate with you again. 
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                                                                     Last week Upper sixth former and outgoing Chairman of the  
                                                                     Charities Committee, Adam Coomer, presented a cheque for  
                                                                     £840. 24 to Mrs Burton and her daughter Blossom. 
                                                                      
                                                                     The monies were raised at a recent mufti day as well as in  
                                                                     sponsorship of Mr Tozer who, together with three other adults,  
                                                                     undertook the 150 mile long coast to coast cycle ride from  
                                                                     Whitehaven in Cumbria to Newcastle, Tynemouth. 
 
                                                                     Blossom Burton is three years old and suffered a rare ischemic  
                                                                     stroke last August brought about by the chicken pox virus.  The  
                                                                     stroke left Blossom paralysed down her left side and unable to  
                                                                     walk or use her left arm and hand. She spent four weeks in Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital undergoing physiotherapy, occupational therapy and speech therapy.  Thanks to further intense 
therapy Blossom is now able to walk and has some limited use of her left arm and hand.  Fundraising efforts will 
enable Blossom to undergo further therapy in America, which will in turn help Blossom to regain more independence.  
Throughout her growing years Blossom will require more therapy and some specialised equipment will also be 
necessary.   
 
Having heard about Blossom’s situation staff and pupils were very happy to support the fundraising effort and wish 
her the very best on her road to recovery and independence. 
 
Next week is Charities Week in school and pupils will again be engaged in fundraising activities, including a mufti 
day in aid of Compton Hospice . 
 
Over the last year to date pupils have raised funds for, amongst others, Great Ormond Street Hospital,  
St Michael’s Hospice, Operation Blessing (Haiti), N ewport Carnival, Afghan Heroes, Cuan House Wildlife  
Rescue, Children’s Chronic Arthritis Association, B reast Cancer Campaign, Newport Cottage Hospital 
League of Friends.  To date £8,200 has been distributed with further donations still to be made. 

 
Adam Coomer presenting the cheque to 
            Mrs Burton and Blossom 

                                    &'�� ����
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                                The Summer holiday programme of activities which are being organised for the whole  
                                community can be viewed on the school website (Extended School menu header) and  
                                booking forms can also be downloaded there.  
 
                                STOP PRESS:  Two additional Breakdance Workshops  will take place free of  
                                charge as taster se ssions in the PAC on Friday 2 nd July and Friday 9 th July   
                                 7.00 – 9.00pm.       
                                 Enquiries:  Carol Little   (01952) 386317   carol.little@adamsgs.org.uk 
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Adams’ TV Channel 
We have recently installed a number of TV screens in school. They are to be the broadcast area of the new 
Adams’ Grammar School TV Channel.  This is a web based site that will be able to be accessed from any 
computer in the world via our own channel on the internet (www.adamsgrammartv.co.uk). The channel will have 
the capability to host a range of video-based streaming media and we will be able to record and transmit major 
school events of our choosing. Indeed the opportunities for using this media to enhance teaching and learning in 
school are plentiful and exciting. They have come about thanks to our Technology College specialism.  We 
believe that the possibilities are endless and that the channel can make a significant impact on students, 
offering opportunities to build a library of online materials featuring student work and resources. 
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    The work of the department can now be viewed at  our annual end of year 
    exhibition.   
 
    This is an opportunity to view the excellent wo rk produced by our  
    students in Year 11 and Sixth Form.  It is impr essive and well worth a   
    visit. 
 
    This year the exhibition also includes the join t art/english work of Year 8  
    pupils on the’ Northern Lights’ project. 
 
    The display will continue until the end of term  in the PAC Foyer. 
 

 

      
 

Wednesday 14 July – Friday 16 July 2010 
8.00pm   Longford Hall 

 
Tickets are now on sale for our forthcoming production of Romeo and 
Juliet.  We are delighted to be presenting Shakespeare’s greatest love 
story in the unique outdoor setting of Longford Hall.  In rehearsal for 
several months already, this promises to be a spectacular production 
showcasing the best dramatic talents of our students.  
 
Tickets are available priced at £7 and £3 (concessi ons) from the 
School Box Office Tel. (01952) 386300 
 
NB. When booking tickets you will be asked for a mobile telephone 
number.  In the event that inclement weather forces us to cancel a 
performance at short notice we will make contact via mobile and a 
reserve date will be offered. 
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Newport & District Agricultural Society recently held a series of photography  
workshops at Chetwynd Deer Park, home to Newport Show, for schools in the area.   
We were very pleased to take a group of Year 8 students, cameras in hand, to learn  
at first hand from professional photographer Peter Bosher something of the art of natural  
photography.  In this beautiful conservation area there were endless opportunities to take  
photographs of wildlife and natural scenery. 
 
A selection of the photographs taken by the boys at the workshop, along with 
the photographs taken by other schools participating,  will be displayed in a specially  
designated marquee at Newport Show on Saturday 10th July. The photographs will 
be judged by a Shropshire Star photographer and prizes awarded for the winning  
pictures.  The best pictures will feature in a 2011 Calendar that the Society plans to  
produce.   
 
 
 
                                                                                     It was a really enjoyable afternoon in a beautiful location   
                                                                                     and has stimulated lots of  interest in natural photography.   
                                                                                     We are very grateful to the Society for this opportunity. 
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A-Level Results will be published on Thursday 19 th August  10.00 – 12.00pm  (Telephone after 2.00pm)     
GCSE Results will be published oTuesday 24 th August  10.00 – 12.00pm    (Telephone enquiries after 2.00pm) 
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Certificates 
If you leave £1 in the Exams Office we will be 
happy to post your A-level certificates to you 
when they arrive in December. 
 
Upper Sixth Leavers Photographs 
CDs of photographs from the Upper Sixth 
Leavers’ event at Longford are available from 
the School Office for only £1.00. 
 
We also have limited stocks left of poster prints 
of all the Upper Sixth students (in fun poses!) in 
presentation tube taken by Ward Hendry 
photographers at a heavily discounted price of 
£5.00. Please see School Secretary. 
����

 
   Photograph produced by  
         Joshua Mullock 8C 
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                        Last week was Languages Week at Adams’.   
                        Continental specialities were served in the dining  
                        room, members of the Languages Department  
                        taught different subjects in their specialist 
languages and other members of staff were encouraged to 
speak a different language in their own lessons.  The week also 
saw the junior and senior House Languages competitions.  
Years 7-9 completed a number of written tasks and years 10 and 
12 produced and delivered bids for the 2018 Football World Cup 
to a panel of judges.  This was videoed in DT4 and will be 
screened around school available on the new screens.   
The year 7 Handball Competition also formed part of the 
Languages Week – see report next time. 
 
I am pleased to announce the winners of this year’s House 
Languages trophy are Webb House .  
 

 


