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I am delighted to announce the appointment of my new ‘Front Team’ for the next academic year: 
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Sukhraj Hothi 
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                                                              Ben Morris            John Metcalfe      
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Darren Pilkington     Tom Widdows        Zach Stamp          Tom Buckley       Nathan Potter   Charlotte Gammon 
 
These are significant roles in the daily life of the school, helping to ensure its smooth running. We congratulate 
our successful pupils and wish them well with their responsibilities.  We look forward to working closely with 
them in the coming year.  At the same time, we thank their predecessors, Oliver and his team, for their sterling 
service over the past year. 
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We are celebrating a very pleasing number of music successes in the recent Spring examinations: 
 
Joshua Barratt 8D Piano Grade 2 Adam Coomer U6FD Oboe Grade 6    
Jordan Crook 11W Piano       4 Lorna Hemingway U6SC Oboe       6 
Matthew Grindrod 10T Piano       5 Tom Doherty 11D Voice       7 
Matthew Noble 9W Piano       5 Oliver Snelling U6SD Voice       8 
Chris Watkins 10T Piano       6 Ben Underwood 7D Drum Kit       1 
Sean Watkins 8T Piano        4 Fraser Martin 9T Drum Kit       2 
Tom Hammond 11D Flute       5 Harry Redwood 9T Drum Kit       2 
James Cottrill 11T Clarinet       5 Bolu Coker 8T Drum Kit       2 
Christopher Evans 7T Bb cornet       4  Rahul Bhogal 10W Drum Kit       2 
Matthew Grindrod 10T Trumpet       7 Ryan Cullen 9C Drum Kit       2 
Alex Cook 7D Trumpet       6  Will McCartney 9T Drum Kit       3 
Megan Conway L6SW Trumpet       7 Jacob Harnisch-Price L6FW Drum Kit       3 
James Micklewright 7T Eb horn       4 James Brothwood 10W Drum Kit       3 
Oliver North 9W Violin       5 George Prestidge 9T Drum Kit       3 
John Henry Obi 8D Clarinet       3    
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����������������������There is still time to book a place at our forthcoming Golf Day on Monday 14th June at the  
                        Shropshire Golf Club.  Bookings are going very well but there is still room for more.   
                        Competition is open to parents and friends, not just to old boys of the school. Price £32 per  
                        person, to include coffee/bacon roll on arrival and two course evening meal. Call Ruth Lloyd on  
                        (01952) 386307 or e-mail ruth.lloyd@adamsgs.org.uk 
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In January we celebrated the achievements of  
nine members of the Upper Sixth in the British 
Physics Olympiad senior level competition. 
 
Now we can report some significant successes 
in the Year 11 and Lower Sixth competitions.  
Year 11 pupil Daniel Scriven  achieved a Gold medal and yesterday 
travelled to London, as one of the top 5 students in the country, to 
be presented with his medal.  Three further Year 11 pupils achieved 
Silver medals and nineteen gained Bronze. 
 
In the Lower Sixth competition Sam Ballance  gained a Gold award, 
there were two Silver awards and twenty Bronze medal winners. 
 
We congratulate all our Physics Olympiad achievers on their 
success, which is extremely impressive.  As a school we have this 
year recorded our best ever results across the three levels of 
Olympiad competition. 
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Daniel Scriven  (11D) has  
won nine of the fifteen medals, 
including four golds,  
captured by his club, Market  
Drayton Swimming Club, in the recent 
Shropshire County Championships. 
Since then Dan has also achieved the 
national qualifying time in the 100 metres 
breaststroke and hopes to compete for 
England in next year’s Commonwealth 
Youth Games in the Isle of Man. He also 
set a new county record for the 50 metres 
breaststroke. 
 
Edward Saxon  (7D) is a fellow member 
of Market Drayton Swimming Club and 
has achieved some notable swimming 
successes. In January he was awarded 
Male Swimmers’ Swimmer of the Year. At 
galas in Wrexham and Shrewsbury he 
has gained bronze and gold medals for 
50m, 100m butterfly and 200m 
backstroke.  Now ranked no.1 for 50m 
butterfly in his age group in the county 
he represented Shropshire in a recent 
inter-counties gala held in Staffordshire 
where he gained a new personal best 
time of 36.8. He will be representing 
Shropshire again in May at another inter-
counties gala in Milton Keynes where he 
will swim the individual butterfly event as 
well as medley and freestyle relays. 
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��		������/��� ��	��	�����"�����������   - Friday 18th March 
The date given in the last issue of the Headmaster’s Newsletter for next year’s Careers Convention should read 
Friday 18 th March 2011, not the earlier March date as printed.  Our apologies for any confusion. 
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                                               Tuesday 11 th & Wednesday 12 th May 
 
                           Join us for an evening of cabaret.  AGS Music will 
entertain you with music and dance from the Sixties and a selection of 
songs from West End shows. A hot supper will be served during the 
interval, accompanied by musical offerings from our Jazz Band. 
 
Tickets are now on sale from the Music Office at a cost of £10.00. This 
includes a hot supper which will be served during the interval. A licensed 
bar will be available.  As tickets are limited to 100 per evening please do 
not delay in purchasing your requirements.  
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Well done and thank you  
to James Brothwood  (10W) who, 
with his drum,  led the procession 
through Newport last Friday to 
mark the occasion of St George’s 
Day. James agreed to lead the way 
down Newport High Street ahead 
of St George, the dragon and the 
knights, finishing in the market 
square where St George and his 
trusty entourage did battle. 
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It is well known that Adams’ has existed as a school for over 350 
years and it contains within its walls many items that reveal its 
historic past.  One of the best places to see this is in Big School, 
now the Library, but in previous centuries the main schoolroom.  
We have a photograph of the room (above) dating back to 1903 
showing rows of long desks, a blackboard, gas lighting and on the 
wall, a large clock. 
 
After many years’ absence the clock has now been located, 
repaired and hung in its original place, above the double doors 
leading to the Resources Centre.  It is a Roundhead School Clock 
with a hinged bezel  produced by J.B. Joyce & Co. of Whitchurch 
in about 1900.   
  
The company J.B. Joyce is one of the oldest clockmakers in the 
world. Manufacture dates back to 1740, with clockmaking first 
being mentioned in the area as long ago as 1610.   Joyce’s started 
out by making long case clocks but, during the nineteenth 
century, expanded into the production of large clocks for public 
buildings especially railway stations.  Many of these have now 
been superseded by digital and radio controlled clocks, even in 
schools.  Here at Adams’ we treasure our long history and are 
pleased to display this magnificent clock now in good working 
order, the repair and restoration paid for by Adams’ Grammar 
School Society (AGSS). 
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On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
last week four members of our Lower 
Sixth Drama group made an important 
contribution to the local police force's 
"Crucial Crew" day.  
 
This is organised to educate Year 6 
pupils from primary schools in the area 
about a whole range of issues from 
Stranger Danger to Road Safety.  They 
performed a scene, which they had also 
written, on the topic of bullying, then ran 
a question-and-answer session defining 
and analysing bullying and exploring 
practical solutions to the problem.  Finally 
they lightened the mood by showing the 
same characters getting on well and 
concluded the show with a dance, the 
Year 6 pupils joining in enthusiastically.  
  
They pitched their performance and their 
discussion very skilfully, fully engaging 
their audience's interest and we have 
been asked to fulfil the same role next 
year.  Well done, Katy Metcalfe, Jon 
Sherry, Will Evans and Jamie Barber.  
 

 
 The historic Joyce clock  

                   Big School 

       
       Lower Sixth drama students  
taking part in the Crucial Crew event 
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As defending Shropshire Cup Champions against the unknown entity that was Bridgnorth Endowed School  
this season, the AGS U18 team members were hoping to continue the good form that they had shown since the 
beginning of the year as the day of the County Cup Final at Lilleshall arrived last Wednesday afternoon.  
 
It was a close affair early on, but the deadlock was broken as the Nick Middleton - Peter Grech  combination 
worked a treat, Peter sneaking in on the back post to convert from close range. With the nerves gone, we were 
in free-flow hockey and were soon 2-0 up as Jonny Harrison  popped up in the D to add another to his 
impressive tally for the season.  
  
Against the run of play, it was Bridgnorth who scored next, which raised their spirits somewhat, taking the tie 
into the break. After half time Adams' got straight back into the zone and dominated once more, with a goal 
coming from current captain, Rajesh Dhulashia,  and another from next year's captain, Nick Middleton .  
At 4-1 to the good, it should have been plain sailing, but during a bit of a wobble by Adams’, Bridgnorth scored 3 
goals to bring the sides level.  
  
Nervousness spread across the hallowed turf of Lilleshall as the clock was slowly ticking down to full time. Both 
sides came close, but it went into extra time, where two periods of 5 minutes could not separate the sides, 
which meant that it went to penalty flicks!! 
  
AGS Captain Rajesh won the toss, so decided to go second: 
  Bridgnorth scored 1-0 

Nick Middleton AGS...... SCORED! 1-1 
Bridgnorth missed outside the left post. 1-1 
Mitch Smith AGS...... SCORED! 1-2 
Bridgnorth missed outside the left post..... AGAIN! 1-2 
Jonny Harrison AGS..... SCORED.. but wait, he took it too soon...  
       take it again..... Keeper saves.....  
        but the ball trickles over the line anyway! 1-3 
Bridgnorth scored 2-3 
Sultan Malik, AGS vice captain, no pressure... aims top corner……GOOOOOOOOOOOAAALLL.. 
Adams' win 4-2 on flicks  

  
It was incredibly nervous, but the boys were excellent in the end and held their nerves well.  
Bring on next season! 

Mr Armstrong 
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We have not been unaffected in school by the election fever which is currently gripping  
the nation. Indeed, as some of our pupils prepare to vote for the first time, we were pleased 
to welcome a reporter from the Shropshire Star last week.  A group of five sixth form  
students talked to him about their views and impressions of the political parties,  
particularly following the televised debates. 
 
In addition, in two of our assemblies, pupils have been representing the Green Party, UKIP, 
Liberal Democrats, the Conservative Party and the Labour Party and presenting their case 
in four minutes per party.  Our own school vote will take place next Wednesday, a day ahead of the General 
Election, where pupils and staff will have the opportunity to place their vote based on the pupil representatives’ 
presentations. 
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 Some of our sixth formers 
talk to reporter Alex James 


